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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  School  Health  Services  for  the  year  1949. 

The  Report  shows  that  the  routine  medical  inspection  of  the  school  children  was  carried  out  as  in 
previous  years,  and  from  the  results  of  these  inspections  it  can  be  said  that  the  health  of  the  children  has 
been  well  maintained. 

During  the  year,  585  children  attending  schools  maintained  by  the  Education  Committee  underwent 
operations  for  removal  of  the  tonsils.  Although  not  as  high  as  the  preceding  year,  this  figure  will  probably 
give  a much  higher  rate  than  the  England  average,  the  Herefordshire  pre-war  rate,  and  those  of  the  neigh- 
bouring counties.  This  high  rate  is  probably  caused  by  a number  of  factors,  including  such  things  as  a good 
follow-up  scheme  by  the  School  Nurses,  reasonable  availability  of  beds  for  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  work  in 
Herefordshire  and,  just  possibly,  rather  different  standards.  I have  consulted  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Surgeon,  who  deals  with  most  of  these  cases  in  the  County,  and  he  has  undertaken  to  re-examine  all  cases 
on  his  waiting  lists  who  are  now  relatively  free  from  symptoms. 

As  the  services  provided  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  develop,  it  would  seem  that 
the  medical  treatment  of  school  children  will  become  more  the  responsibility  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
and  the  Local  Executive  Council.  A rather  unfortunate  consequence  of  this  has  been  a great  delay  in  the 
provision  of  spectacles,  but,  more  recently,  this  has  been  to  some  extent  improved  by  the  introduction  of 
a priority  scheme  for  urgent  cases. 

It  was  hoped  that  developments  would  take  place  in  several  directions  in  the  ancillary  medical  services. 
The  Speech  Therapy  Service,  commenced  in  the  previous  year,  had  to  be  discontinued  in  July  when  the 
Speech  Therapist  left  to  take  up  a similar  appointment  elsewhere.  Difficulty  has  also  been  experienced  in 
the  staffing  of  the  proposed  Child  Guidance  Service.  It  was  hoped  that  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital 
Board  would  be  able  to  arrange  for  the  part-time  services  of  a Psychiatrist  with  experience  of  Child  Guidance 
work  to  be  made  available.  This,  however,  has  not  yet  been  possible.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  Report 
an  Educational  Psychologist  has  taken  up  her  duties,  but  no  suitably  qualified  Psychiatric  Social  Worker 
has  been  appointed. 

The  ascertainment  of  handicapped  children,  particularly  educationally  sub-normal  pupils,  continues 
to  be  carried  out  by  the  members  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  department,  and  it  is  hoped  that  local  arrange- 
ments for  special  educational  treatment  for  boys  will  soon  materialise  at  Pudleston  Court,  and  for  girls 
at  a Residential  Special  School  to  be  provided  by  a neighbouring  county. 

Attention  is  particularly  drawn  to  the  report  of  the  Senior  Dental  Officer,  which  records  the  achieve- 
ments of  his  three  years’  work  with  the  Committee.  Rather  surprisingly  he  says  that  the  National  Health 
Scheme  does  not  seem  to  have  affected  the  Service.  He  resigned  his  appointment  to  go  into  general  practice 
towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  the  responsibility  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria  is 
vested  in  the  County  Council  (details  are  shown  in  the  body  of  the  Report).  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that 
during  the  year  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  in  a child  of  school  age. 

Some  82.7%  of  children  have  school  milk.  The  quality  of  the  milk  supplied  to  schools  occasionally 
gives  rise  for  some  concern.  Although  many  schools  receive  pasteurised,  heat-treated  or  tuberculin  tested 
milk  in  one-third  pint  bottles  with  straws,  others  are  not  so  fortunate. 

The  School  Nurses  made  78,510  examinations  for  the  determination  of  infestation,  and  1,002  children 
were  found  to  be  unclean.  Instructions  were  given  to  the  parents,  either  to  cleanse  the  children  at  home, 
or  take  them  to  the  clinic.  In  no  case,  however,  was  it  necessary  to  take  formal  action. 

I should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  all  members  of  the  staff  for  the  loyal  assistance  given  by  them  throughout 
the  year. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

j.  S.  COOKSON, 

School  Medical  Officer. 

County  Health  Department, 

35  Bridge  Street, 

Hereford. 

April,  1950, 


STAFF— 


School  Medical  Officer — 

J.  S.  Cookson,  M.A.,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Barrister-at-Law. 

Deputy  School  Medical  Officer — 

S.  Hewitt,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy,,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officers — 

*W.  Hogg,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

*M.  J.  Pleydell,  M.C.,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Mary  M.  McKelvie,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Resigned  9/9/49). 

*R.  T.  Thomson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Peggy  Beynon,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  (Appointed  4/10/49). 

* Also  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Senior  School  Dental  Officer — 

J.  B.  Heap,  L.D.S.  (Resigned  30/11/49). 

Assistant  School  Dental  Officers — 

L.  H.  Challenger,  L.D.S. 

R.  B,  Steel,  L.D.S. 

Jessie  Rothera,  L.D.S. 

Dental  Attendants — 

Mrs.  M.  Green. 

Miss  K.  E.  Walker. 

Miss  B.  G.  M.  Moses. 

Miss  J.  M.  Williams. 

Speech  Therapist — 

Miss  M.  E.  M.  Lowes,  L.C.S.T.  (Resigned  31/7/49). 

Superintendent  Nursing  Officer — 

Miss  F.  E.  Simkins,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

There  are  three  Assistants  and  one  Deputy  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer. 

School  Nurses — 

The  staff  of  sixty  Nurses  in  the  County  carr}^  out  the  School  Nursing  in  addition  to  their  other  duties. 
In  the  City  of  Hereford  there  are  six  full-time  Health  Visitors  who  devote  half  of  their  time 
to  School  Nursing  duties. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

MAINTAINED  SCHOOLS 

Number  of  Schools 

Number  of  Pupils  on  School  Register — Primary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • 

Secondary 

Total 


184 

9,556 

6,537 

16,093 
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(A)  Periodic  Medical  Examinations — 

Primary.  Entrants  1,708 

2nd  Age  Group  ...  1,348 

Other  Group 1,133 


Total  ...  4,189 

Secondary.  Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  241 

3rd  Age  Group  902 


Total  ...  1,143 

Total  Pupils  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,332 

(B)  Other  (Non-Periodic)  Examinations — 

Special  Examinations.  Primary  ...  ...  ...  ...  534 

Secondary  518 


Total  ...  1,052 

Re-Examinations.  Primary  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,526 

Secondary  ...  ...  ...  ...  607 


Total  ...  2,133 


TABLE  I. — Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspection  to  require  treatment 
(excluding  malnutrition,  dental  diseases  and  infestation  with  vermin). 


Group 

For  defective 
vision  [excluding 
squint ) 

For  any  other 
condition 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

Primary 

Entrants 

22 

411 

428 

2nd  Age  Group 

95 

188 

272 

Other  Group  . . . 

65 

207 

261 

Total 

182 

806 

961 

Secondary 

Entrants 

22 

46 

65 

3rd  Age  Group . . . 

76 

138 

203 

Total 

98 

184 

268 

Grand  Total 

280 

990 

1,229 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  DEFECTS  FOUND  AT  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

Tables  III  and  IV  show  the  defects  found  by  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  to  require  treat- 
ment and  observation  amongst  pupils  inspected  both  in  the  routine  age  groups  and  as  special  examinations. 

Skin  Diseases 

The  combined  incidence,  to  a degree  which  requires  immediate  treatment,  of  the  common  contagious 
skin  diseases,  Ringworm  (scalp  and  body),  Scabies  and  Impetigo,  3.3  cases  per  1,000  children  examined, 
shows  a decrease  of  5.2  cases  per  1,000  as  compared  with  1948. 

Special  cases  continue  to  be  referred  to  a Dermatologist  at  the  County  Hospital,  Hereford. 


3 


Defective  Vision 

No  significant  change  has  occurred  during  the  year  ; 394  or  6.2%  of  the  pupils  examined  were  found 

to  require  treatment  as  compared  with  5.9%  in  the  previous  year. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  VI  that  spectacles  were  prescribed  in  730  cases  and  of  this  number  325 

have  received  same. 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1948,  parents  have  been  able  to  obtain 
treatment  free  of  charge  for  their  children  from  any  Ophthalmic  Medical  Practitioner  or  Ophthalmic  Optician 
registered  and  approved  under  the  Act.  An  unfortunate  consequence  of  the  Act  has  been  a great  delay 
in  the  provision  of  spectacles  ; this  has  been  in  part  improved  by  the  introduction  of  a priority  scheme  for 
urgent  cases. 

Squint 

7.2  cases  per  1,000  children  examined  required  treatment  compared  with  5.1  cases  per  1,000  in  1948. 
Defective  Hearing 

The  number  of  children  ascertained  to  require  treatment  was  2.8  per  1,000.  This  shows  an  increase 
of  1 per  1 ,000  over  the  previous  year. 

Where  special  educational  treatment  is  indicated,  cases  are  referred  to  the  General  Hospital,  Hereford, 
for  examination  and  classification  by  Mr.  I.  W.  Macgregor,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Specialist. 

Ear  Disease 

The  incidence  of  chronic  suppurative  otitis  media  found  to  require  treatment  at  2.2  cases  per  1,000 
shows  a decrease  of  0.7  cases  per  1,000  from  1948.  Arrangements  are  in  force  whereby,  through  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  all  cases  can  be  examined  and  treated  at  the  Count}/  Hospital,  Hereford. 

Adenoids  and  Tonsils 

TABLE  II. — This  shows  comparison  between  1949,  1948  and  1947. 


Year 

Children 

examined 

Requiring 
surgical  treatment 

Requiring 

observation 

No. 

o 

/o 

No. 

o/ 

/ o 

1949 

6384 

435 

6.8 

462 

7.2 

1948 

7293 

493 

6.8 

443 

6.1 

1947 

7593 

529 

6.9 

323 

4.3 

The  arrangement  whereby  pupils  can  receive  out-patient  and  in-patient  treatment  at  the  following 
Hospitals  has  continued  throughout  the  year. 

Hereford  County  Hospital. 

Kington  Hospital. 

Ledbury  Hospital. 

Leominster  and  District  Hospital. 

Ross  Hospital. 

Tenbury  and  District  Hospital. 

Worcester  Royal  Infirmary. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  VII  that  585  children  were  known  to  have  received  operative  treatment 
during  1949  as  against  670  in  1948.  A waiting  list  of  70  is  being  carried  forward  into  1950. 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  treat  a large  number  of  children  at  the  County  Hospital,  Hereford,  due 
to  lack  of  accommodation  in  the  Children's  Wards.  This  setback  was,  however,  partly  overcome  b}/  arrang- 
ing through  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  extra  treatment  sessions  to  be  held  at  the  Ledbury  Cottage 
Hospital.  Where  parents  are  agreeable,  children  are  conveyed  by  ambulance  from  Hereford  to  the  Hospital 
and  direct  to  their  homes  on  discharge. 

Orthopaedic 

All  children  found  by  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  to  require  treatment  are  now  referred  to 
the  After-Care  Superintendent  at  the  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Oswestry,  who 
makes  arrangements  for  them  to  be  seen  by  an  Orthopaedic  Specialist  at  Clinics  held  in  Hereford,  Ledbury, 
Leominster,  Ludlow  or  Craven  Arms.  It  is,  however,  the  practice  to  forward  any  urgent  case  to  Mr.  F.  Brian 
Thomas,  F.R.C.S.,  Orthopaedic  Specialist  at  the  County  Hospital,  Hereford. 
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Remedial  exercises  for  slight  defects  of  posture,  flat  feet,  etc.  are  carried  out  under  the  supervision 
of  Physiotherapists. 

INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN 

From  the  commencement  of  the  Autumn  Term,  1949,  the  “ concentration  ” method  for  School 
Cleanliness  Inspections  has  been  adopted.  A second  visit  is  made  during  the  first  or  second  week  after  the 
first  visit,  and  only  those  children  who  were  absent  at  that  time  or  were  found  to  need  attention  are  inspected. 
A third  visit  is  made  one  week  after  the  second  visit,  and  the  children  to  be  seen  are  the  absentees  at  the 
second  visit  or  children  who  have  not  responded  to  treatment.  Follow  up  visits  are  made  as  necessary. 

Any  child  found  to  be  suffering  from  nits  or  vermin  is  excluded  for  three  days.  On  the  date  of  exclu- 
sion a home  visit  is  paid  by  the  Health  Visitor  who  takes  with  her  the  necessary  preparation,  and  instructs 
the  mother  how  this  should  be  used.  The  child  is  visited  at  home  the  two  succeeding  days  for  observation 
and  returns  to  school  on  the  fourth  day. 

In  the  City  area  any  child  found  to  be  verminous  is  excluded  for  three  days,  and  the  parent  notified 
to  take  the  child  to  the  Clinic  for  treatment  the  day  following  exclusion  and  on  two  succeeding  days. 

Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  by  Nurses  during  the  year...  ...  8.7 

Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  Schools  bv  the  School  Nurses  or  other 

authorised  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78,510 

Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,002 

Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  notices  were  issued 

(Section  54  (2)  Education  Act,  1944)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  orders  were  issued 

(Section  54  (3)  Education  Act,  1944)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

TABLE  III.— PERIODIC  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 

A return  of  (a)  Defects  found  to  require  treatment. 

(b)  Defects  requiring  to  be  kept  under  observation  but  not  requiring  specific  medical 
treatment. 


Defect  or  Disease 

Number  of  Defects 
requiring  treatment 

Number  of  Defects 
requiring  observation 

Primary 

Secondary 

Total 

Primary 

Secondary 

Total 

Skin 

43 

8 

51 

8 

4 

12 

Eyes  (a)  Vision  ... 

182 

98 

280 

156 

50 

206 

(b)  Squint 

39 

3 

42 

19 

3 

22 

(c)  Other  ... 

15 

5 

20 

8 

1 

9 

Ears  (a)  Hearing 

11 

3 

14 

10 

1 

11 

(b)  Otitis  Media  ... 

9 

1 

10 

13 

4 

17 

(c)  Other  ... 

8 

2 

10 

4 

— 

4 

Nose  or  Throat  ... 

358 

38 

396 

362 

46 

408 

Speech 

52 

6 

58 

36 

2 

38 

Cervical  Glands 

3 

2 

5 

23 

2 

25 

Heart  and  Circulation  ... 

32 

7 

39 

62 

25 

87 

Lungs 

31 

9 

40 

107 

16 

123 

Developmental — ( a ) Hernia 

6 

— 

6 

8 

1 

9 

(6)  Other 

6 

1 

7 

2 

— 

2 

Orthopaedic — (a)  Posture 

39 

24 

63 

9 

3 

12 

(b)  Flat  foot 

80 

48 

128 

42 

15 

57 

(c)  Other 

89 

17 

106 

25 

6 

31 

Nervous  system — (a)  Epilepsy . . . 

— 

1 

1 

8 

1 

9 

(b)  Other 

9 

1 

10 

9 

2 

11 

Psychological — (a)  Development 

2 

1 

3 

6 

— 

6 

(i b ) Stability 

1 

— 

1 

5 

3 

8 

Other 

41 

19 

60 

25 

5 

30 

5 


TABLE  IV.— SPECIAL  EXAMINATIONS 


A return  of  (a)  Defects  found  to  require  treatment. 

(b)  Defects  requiring  to  be  kept  under  “ observation  ” but  not  requiring  specific  medical 
treatment. 


Defect  or  Disease 

Nui 

reqiA 

nber  of  Def 
tiring  treatm 

3Cts 

ent 

Nui 

requ' 

nber  of  Def 
iring  observa 

?cts 

tion 

Primary 

Secondary 

Total 

Primary 

Secondary 

Total 

Skin 

2 

4 

6 

1 

1 

2 

Eves  (a)  Vision  ... 

28 

86 

114 

15 

35 

50 

(b)  Squint 

4 

- — 

4 

1 

— 

1 

(c)  Other  ... 

1 

3 

4 

1 

— 

1 

Ears  (a)  Hearing 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

2 

(b)  Otitis  Media  ... 

3 

1 

4 

1 

— 

1 

(c)  Other  ... 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Nose  or  Throat  ... 

57 

18 

75 

53 

22 

75 

Speech 

20 

7 

27 

4 

2 

6 

Cervical  Glands  ... 

1 

1 

2 

3 

— 

3 

Heart  and  Circulation  ... 

4 

12 

16 

9 

10 

19 

Lungs 

5 

5 

10 

5 

5 

10 

Developmental — (a)  Hernia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Other 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Orthopaedic — (a)  Posture 

1 

4 

5 

— 

2 

2 

(b)  Flat  foot 

4 

8 

12 

6 

1 

7 

(c)  Other  ... 

8 

2 

10 

1 

1 

2 

Nervous  System  (a)  Epilepsy  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

(b)  Other 

1 

— 

1 

4 

2 

6 

Psychological- — (a)  Development 

2 

3 

5 

1 

— 

1 

(b)  Stability 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Other 

3 

7 

10 

3 

3 

6 

TABLE  V. — Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils  inspected  during  the  year  in  the  Age  Groups. 


Number 

A 

B 

C 

Age  Groups 

of 

(Good) 

(Fair) 

(Poor) 

Pupils 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

Mo. 

°/o 

Inspected 

Primary 

Entrants  ... 

1708 

443 

25.9 

1222 

71.6 

43 

2.5 

2nd  Age  Group  . . . 

1348 

257 

19.1 

1037 

76.9 

54 

4.0 

Other  Group 

1133 

234 

20.6 

847 

74.8 

52 

4.6 

Total 

4189 

934 

22.3 

3106 

74.1 

149 

3.6 

Secondary 

Entrants  ... 

241 

68 

28.2 

167 

69.3 

6 

2.5 

3rd  Age  Group  . . . 

902 

277 

30.7 

591 

65.5 

34 

3.8 

Total 

1143 

345 

30.2 

758 

66.3 

40 

3.5 

Grand  Total 

5332 

1279 

24.0 

3864 

72.5 

189 

3.5 

Total  for  1948 

6309 

1385 

21.9 

4566 

72.4 

358 

5.7 

6 


TABLE  VI.— DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  (excluding  Eye  Diseases  treated  as  Minor  Ailments). 


Number  of  Pupils  dealt  with  during  the  year 


Under  the  Authority’ s 
Scheme 

Otherwise 

T otal 

Primary 

Secondary 

Total 

Primary 

Secondary 

Total 

Primary 

Secondarj 

Total 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Errors  of  Refraction  and  Squint 
(other  than  Orthoptic  and  Operative 

treatment) 

164 

234 

142 

247 

306 

481 

19 

37 

16 

38 

35 

75 

183 

271 

158 

285 

341 

556 

Other  Defects  or  Diseases  of  the  Eyes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Total 

164 

234 

142 

247 

306 

481 

20 

37 

16 

38 

36 

75 

184 

271 

158 

285 

342 

556 

Spectacles 

Number  of  children  for  whom  spec- 
tacles were  : 

(a)  prescribed  ... 

143 

191 

111 

193 

254 

384 

15 

29 

14 

34 

29 

63 

158 

220 

125 

227 

283 

447 

(b)  obtained 

69 

87 

45 

70 

114 

157 

9 

18 

10 

17 

19 

35 

78 

105 

55 

87 

133 

192 

Total  number  of  attendances  of  pupils 
for  treatment 

183 

260 

154 

292 

337 

552 

20 

37 

17 

40 

37 

77 

203 

297 

171 

332 

374 

629 

TABLE  VII.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT 


Number  of  Pupils  dealt  with  during  the  year 


Under  the  Authority’ s 
Scheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

Primary 

Secondary 

Total 

Primary 

Secondary 

Total 

Primary 

Secondary 

Total 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Received  operative  treatment  for  : 

(a)  Enlarged  adenoids  

2 

1 

3 

4 

2 

1 

4 

3 

6 

2 

1 

1 

7 

3 

(b)  Unhealthy  tonsils 

3 

3 

1 

1 

4 

4 

28 

24 

4 

4 

32 

28 

31 

27 

5 

5 

36 

32 

(c)  Adenoids  and  tonsils 

144 

151 

26 

38 

170 

189 

68 

60 

10 

10 

78 

70 

212 

211 

36 

48 

248 

259 

(d)  Other  nose  and  throat  con- 
ditions ... 

4 

2 

1 

1 

5 

3 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

4 

2 

3 

8 

7 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment 

3 

4 

1 

2 

4 

6 

16 

8 

8 

11 

24 

19 

19 

12 

9 

13 

28 

25 

Total  ...  

156 

160 

30 

42 

186 

202 

118 

96 

23 

28 

141 

124 

274 

256 

53 

70 

327 

326 
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TABLE  VIII. — TREATMENT  OF  EAR  DEFECTS 


In  addition  to  the  number  of  Ear  Defects  shown  in  Table  IX  as  having  received  treatment  as  Minor 
Ailments,  48  children  were  admitted  to  Hospital  for  treatment  on  account  of  the  following  defects. 


Primary 

Secon 

dary 

T otal 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Under  the  Authority' s Scheme — 

Mastoid 

1 

1 

Aural  Obstruction 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Otherwise — 

Mastoid 

10 

9 

2 

1 

12 

10 

Otitis  Media 

7 

8 

3 

1 

10 

9 

Myringotomy 

3 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

Mastoid  abscess  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

20 

20 

5 

3 

25 

23 

OPERATIVE  TREATMENT  FOR  SQUINT 

Two  boys  and  seven  girls  have,  during  the  year,  had  operations  on  account  of  squint  otherwise  than 
under  the  Authority’s  scheme.  These  cases  have  not  been  included  in  the  table  dealing  with  defective  vision 
and  squint. 


ORTHOPTIC  TREATMENT 

This  Authorit}^  at  present  has  no  scheme  whereby  Orthoptic  treatment  can  be  given.  Arrangements 
can,  however,  be  made  for  such  cases  to  receive  treatment  at  Clinics  conducted  in  neighbouring  counties. 

No  pupils  have  been  referred  for  treatment  during  the  year. 
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TABLE  IX.— TREATMENT  OF  MINOR  AILMENTS 


Minor  Ailment  Clinics  are  held  at  the  following  centres  : 

Hereford  ...  ...  Town  Hall  Annexe,  St.  Owen  Street,  Hereford. 

Ledbury  ...  ...  Court  House  Premises,  The  Southend,  Ledbury. 

Leominster  ...  Hospital  Hut,  Leominster  and  District  Hospital,  Leominster. 

Ross-on-Wye  ...  Old  Drill  Hall,  Ross-on-Wye. 


All  these  Clinics  deal  with  children  from  Rural  as  well  as  Urban  Schools. 

During  the  year  the  Leominster  Clinic  was  transferred  from  the  Masonic  Hall  to  a hut  at  the  rear 
of  the  Leominster  and  District  Hospital. 

The  Clinic  at  Ross-on-Wye  was  opened  on  the  16th  May,  1949. 


Number  of  defects  treated, 
or  under  treatment  during 
the  year 

At 

Authority  s 
Minor 
Ailment 
Clinics 

Other- 

wise 

Total 

Skin — 

Ringworm — Scalp  : 

(i)  X-Ray  treatment 

% 

(it)  Other  treatment 

3 

— 

3 

Ringworm — Body 

15 

8 

23 

Scabies 

25 

9 

34 

Impetigo 

88 

4 

92 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

181 

18 

199 

Eye  Disease — , 

(External  and  other,  but  ex- 
cluding errors  of  refraction, 
squint  and  cases  admitted 
to  Hospital) 

221 

11 

232 

Ear  Defects — 

(Excluding  treatment  in  Hos- 
pital) 

112 

61 

173 

Miscellaneous — 

(Minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores, 
chilblains,  etc.) 

1918 

437 

2355 

Total  ...  

2563 

548 

3111 

Total  number  of  attendances  at  Authority’s  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6755 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

As  regards  children  of  school  age,  immunisation  is  offered  at  the  school  medical  inspections  on  the 
child  first  commencing  attendance  at  school  at  five  years  of  age,  either  a full  course  of  two  injections,  or  a 
single  reinforcing  injection  when  the  child  has  been  immunised  in  infancy.  This  service  is  again  offered 
when  the  child  reaches  nine  years  of  age. 

During  the  year  1949,  diphtheria  immunisation  sessions  were  held  at  school  medical  inspections 
in  174  maintained  schools  and  1 private  school  in  the  area  of  the  Local  Education  Authority.  Notices  re- 
garding this  service,  embodying  a form  of  consent,  were  forwarded  to  the  parents  of  3,271  children  in  the 
age  groups  of  5 and  9,  and  treatment  was  accepted  in  respect  of  2,634  children,  an  acceptance  rate  of  80.5%. 
Of  these,  727  children  had  not  been  primarily  immunised  in  infancy  and  were  given  the  full  course  of  2 or 
3 injections,  and  1,907  children  given  a single  reinforcing  injection. 


9 


The  effectiveness  of  the  scheme  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  during  1949  no  cases  of  diphtheria  were 
notified  as  occurring  in  children  of  school  age,  only  one  case  being  notified  in  a pre-school  age  child,  and 
in  this  case  on  admission  to  an  Infectious  Disease  Hospital  subsequent  bacteriological  report  revealed  an 
absence  of  the  diphtheria  organism. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SENIOR  DENTAL  OFFICER 

The  year  has  been  marked  by  the  coming  into  operation  of  many  of  the  proposed  improvements  of 
the  dental  scheme.  Delays  have  been  due  to  the  long  hold  up  of  dental  equipment  and  still  some  of  this 
remains  to  be  supplied  to  make  up  a number  of  useful  and  satisfactory  clinics. 

In  1949  the  routine  inspection  and  treatment  of  all  the  Authorities’  schools  was  continued,  two  visits 
being  paid  to  the  majority  of  schools  and  this  Count}"  is  well  ahead  of  the  rest  of  the  country  with  regard 
to  this  achievement.  The  number  of  children  inspected  totalled  25,610  and  of  these  9,053  were  referred 
for  treatment.  A total  of  5,698  actually  received  treatment  and  to  these  should  be  added  623  special  cases 
who  attended  clinics  on  a matter  of  urgency  or  special  treatment.  The  acceptance  rate  is  65  per  cent,  for 
the  year  as  compared  with  63  per  cent,  in  1948. 

The  treatment  given  to  these  children  consisted  of  3,275  fillings  of  permanent  teeth  ; 121  fillings  of 
temporary  teeth  ; 502  extractions  of  permanent  teeth  ; 4,930  extractions  of  temporary  teeth.  It  will  be 
noted  that  many  more  permanent  teeth  are  filled  rather  than  extracted  as  the  School  Service  should  keep 
the  number  of  permanent  teeth  extracted  to  be  as  low  as  possible  and  all  endeavours  made  to  conserve 
the  permanent  teeth.  Other  operations  total  1,266  and  amongst  other  items  include  the  fitting  of  6 dentures 
to  replace  broken  or  badly  decayed  front  teeth  ; 25  regulation  plates  for  the  treatment  of  irregularities  ; 
11  plastic  crowns  for  broken  front  teeth  ; 107  scalings  and  427  dressings  ; 139  visits  were  made  by  children 
for  supervision  of  regulation  treatment  and  93  impressions  of  the  mouths  were  taken.  Almost  all  these 
models  were  cast  in  Hereford.  General  anaesthetics  were  administered  on  36  occasions  whilst  46  teeth 
were  extracted. 

At  this,  the  end  of  my  three  years’  service  with  this  Authority,  it  seems  opportune  to  review  the 
progress  of  the  dental  scheme.  The  two  large  factors  which  could  have  caused  some  interference  with  routine, 
namely,  the  raising  of  the  school  age,  and  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service,  have  caused  little 
dislocation.  With  regard  to  the  former,  there  has  been  a greater  number  of  children  and  some  redistribution 
of  scholars  in  schools.  The  dental  scheme  welcomes  any  change  whereby  patients  are  brought  together 
in  larger  numbers;  it  is  the  dispersal  of  effort  over  a large  number  of  small  schools  that  causes  loss  of  time 
and  more  inefficient  working.  Still  more  centralisation  would  be  welcome.  Fortunately,  as  a whole,  the 
County  has  sturdy  children  with  reasonably  good  mouths  and  the  extra  year  group  of  14-year-olds  has  not 
provided  many  cases  requiring  extensive  treatment.  The  dentures  provided  were  generally  for  this  group. 

The  National  Health  Scheme  does  not  appear  to  have  affected  the  service  at  all.  It  was  feared  in 
some  circles  that  the  school  service  might  be  redundant  but  the  pressure  of  work  on  the  private  practitioners 
due  to  the  large  demand  by  adult  patients  has  given  little  opportunity  for  the  child  patient  to  receive  more 
treatment  privately  and  in  the  experience  of  the  staff  the  patients  who  have  received  treatment  in  the  past 
at  our  Clinics  are  ready  and  willing  to  continue  to  do  so.  It  may  be  concluded  therefore  that  the  Hereford 
Dental  Scheme  has  taken  these  two  national  events  in  its  stride. 

The  dental  staff  has  been  maintained  for  the  three  years  at  its  establishment  of  one  senior  and  three 
assistant  Dental  Officers  who  have  been  sufficient  for  all  the  demands  made  on  their  services.  The  appoint- 
ment of  dental  attendants  to  accompany  the  Dental  Officers  at  inspection  and  treatment  sessions  has  proved 
a great  success.  The  nursing  staffs  have  been  relieved  of  duties  that  less  trained  staff  could  do,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  Dentist  has  an  Assistant  who  knows  his  methods  and  is  able  to  anticipate  his  needs. 

With  regard  to  treatment,  the  main  theme  of  the  three  years  has  been  to  improve  the  standard  of 
dental  health  in  the  County  by  providing  better  equipment  and  premises  and  by  endeavouring  that  those 
children  in  need  of  treatment  should  obtain  it.  The  increase  in  the  acceptance  rate  which  had  previously 
never  reached  50  per  cent,  has  been  gratifying,  though  there  is  still  room  for  improvement.  When  it  is 
considered  that  it  is  now  so  difficult  to  obtain  a private  dental  appointment  it  would  seem  strange  that 
there  are  any  refusals  of  school  treatment,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  visits  of  the  school  dentist  are 
fairly  frequent  and  that  a second  chance  is  often  taken.  The  number  of  children  who  persistently  refuse 
treatment  is  nothing  like  the  35  per  cent,  here  classed  as  refusing  treatment. 
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. Three  years  ago  the  Hereford  Dental  Surgery  was  used  for  dental  purposes  on  five  half  days  per  week 
with  other  clinics  held  there  on  the  remaining  sessions.  Now  it  has  been  possible  to  arrange  that  the  surgery 
shall  be  always  available  for  dental  treatment.  The  dental  department  has  also  been  enlarged  by  the  addition 
of  its  own  waiting  room  and  a recovery  room  with  provision  for  mouth  washing  and  resting  after  treatment. 
It  now  occupies  the  first  floor  of  135  St.  Owen  Street.  In  the  surgery  itself  the  addition  of  a small  modem 
cabinet  and  new  electric  engine  and  sterilizer  this  year  added  to  the  presence  of  the  anaesthetic  apparatus 
provided  earlier,  make  the  present  room  appear  much  more  adequate  for  its  purpose. 

The  opening  of  the  Ross  Clinic  at  the  Old  Drill  Hall  has  provided  the  use  of  a room  for  dental  purposes. 
Equipment  has  been  supplied,  and  now  a dental  chair,  engine,  and  sterilizer  are  installed,  whilst  an  operating 
light,  cabinet  and  spittoon  are  yet  on  order.  The  premises  used  at  Leominster  and  Ledbury  are  not  so  satis- 
factory. More  suitable  rooms  than  those  used  three  years  ago  are  in  use  but  these  leave  much  to  be 
desired  still.  The  dental  chairs  ordered  twelve  months  ago  are  not  yet  delivered. 

Now  for  the  country  schools  which  can  make  little  use  of  the  main  clinics,  the  problem  of  dental 
treatment  has  been  made  much  easier  for  the  future.  The  arrival  of  the  Mobile  Dental  Unit  at  the  end  of 
November  should  prove  to  be  one  of  the  biggest  steps  towards  an  efficient  service.  A dental  surgery  that 
can  be  moved  around  the  schools  is  the  only  satisfactory  solution  for  a rural  area  with  a scattered  population. 

Some  details  of  the  unit  will  be  of  interest.  The  body  is  mounted  on  a Bedford  3-ton  chassis  and 
measures  14  feet  by  7 feet  and  allows  more  than  6 feet  headroom  all  over.  It  is  equipped  with  a pump  chair, 
fountain  spittoon,  engine,  cabinet,  sterilizer,  operating  light,  wash-bowl,  and  calor  gas  radiator.  It  is  wired 
so  that  should  a supply  of  electricity  be  available,  it  can  be  fed  by  cable  giving  facilities  equal  to  a first-class 
surgery.  But  it  is  designed  to  go  out  to  the  rural  areas  where  this  supply  is  not  often  found  and  still  give 
a good  surgery.  There  is  good  storage  space  for  carrying  the  accessories  for  treatment  and  tanks  containing 
30  gallons  provide  water  for  use.  It  was  decided  that  with  the  floor  space  available  it  was  best  to  make  the 
body  with  one  room  only  giving  a feeling  of  freedom,  rather  than  put  up  partitions  to  cut  off  small  and 
inconvenient  cubicles  where  patients  could  wait.  It  is  to  be  used  close  to  schools  and  waiting  time  can  be 
avoided.  The  vehicle  is  painted  cream  and  carrying  the  County  coat  of  arms  should  act  as  a good  advertise- 
ment for  a progressive  dental  service.  It  is  hoped  that  this  unit  will  give  relief  to  Head  Teachers  of  the 
small  schools  where  providing  space  for  dental  treatment  has  been  so  difficult  and  whose  help  the  scheme 
must  have  for  its  success. 


TABLE  X.— DENTAL  INSPECTION 

Number  of  Pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s 

AND  TREATMENT 

Primary  Secondary 

Total 

Dental  Officers  : 

(a)  Routine  Age  Groups 

16,214 

9,396 

25,610 

(b)  Specials 

435 

188 

623 

(c'j  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

16,649 

9,584 

26,233 

Number  of  Pupils  found  to  require  treatment 

6,214 

3,462 

9,676 

Number  of  Pupils  actually  treated 

4,461 

1,860 

6,321 

Attendances  made  by  Pupils  for  treatment 

4,834 

2,426 

7,260 

Half-days  devoted  to  : 

(a)  Inspection 

(b)  Treatment 

324+ 

1,1134 

Billings  : 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

1,399 

1,876 

3,275 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

120 

1 

121 

Extractions  : 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

137 

365 

502 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

4,459 

471 

4,930 

Administration  of  general  anaesthetic  for  extraction 

27 

9 

36 

Other  Operations  : 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

375 

549 

924 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

327 

15 

342 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  SCHOOLS 

No  particular  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  occurred  in  primary  or  secondary  schools  throughout 
the  year.  One  school  was  closed  on  account  of  an  infectious  disease  for  one  week,  the  Head  Teacher’s 
husband  at  the  school  in  question  having  developed  scarlet  fever. 

Absences  from  School  notified  by  Head  Teachers  on  account  of- 
Infectious  or  Contagious  Disease 


Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  379 

German  Measles  ...  ...  ...  6 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  298 

Mumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Ringworm  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  25 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Total 801 


HANDICAPPED  PUPILS 

Throughout  the  year  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  have,  whenever  possible,  devoted  their  time 
to  the  carrying  out  of  examinations  of  children  referred  through  the  medium  of  Head  Teachers,  District 
Nurses,  etc.,  as  possibly  being  in  need  of  special  educational  treatment. 

Table  XIV  will  give  a clear  outline  of  the  situation  as  it  stands  at  the  present,  as  regards  children 
who  have  so  far  been  ascertained. 

EDUCATIONALLY  SUB-NORMAL  PUPILS 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  93  boys  and  64  girls  remain  on  the  Handicapped  Pupils’  Register,  as  having 
been  examined  by  the  Medical  Staff  and  placed  in  the  category  of  Educationally  Sub-Normal.  Five  boys 
and  two  girls  are  in  Special  Residential  Schools  and  there  is  a waiting  list  for  admission  of  53  boys  and  31 
girls. 

Throughout  the  }/ear  a great  deal  of  spade  work  has  been  done  in  getting  all  plans  finally  approved 
concerning  Pudleston  Court,  which  is  to  be  utilised  as  a Special  Residential  School  for  Educationally  Sub- 
Normal  Boys  of  the  age  range  11  to  16  years.  It  is  hoped  that  the  School  will  open  in  September,  1950 
The  Headmaster  has  been  appointed  during  the  year  and  will  take  up  residence  at  Pudleston  Court  immediately 
after  Easter,  1950.  This  will  enable  him  to  supervise  alterations  and  arrange  for  all  furniture  and  stores 
to  be  obtained  so  as  to  facilitate  the  earliest  possible  opening  date.  It  had  been  hoped,  following  an  approach 
from  the  Shropshire  Education  Committee,  that  ten  vacancies  for  Educationally  Sub-Normal  Girls.of  Secondary 
age  would  be  received  for  Haughton  Hall,  near  Shifnal,  Shropshire.  This  is  a county  mansion  purchased 
by  the  Shropshire  Authorities  for  this  purpose  and  in  respect  of  which  they  had  intimated  approval  to  this 
County  being  allocated  a fixed  number  of  places  in  the  School  for  April,  1950. 

Observing  Table  XI  it  will  be  seen  that  a considerable  number  of  children  still  remain  for  examination 
under  the  Handicapped  Pupils  and  School  Health  Service  Regulations,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  or  not 
they  fall  in  the  Educationally  Sub-Normal  category. 
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TABLE  XI. — From  this  Table  it  will  be  seen  that  214  children  remain  to  be  classified  as  Educationally 
Sub-Normal. 


At  Maintained  Schools 

jL  V 

l/L A/L' 

Age 

2 years 

3 years 

4 years 

School 

retarded 

retai 

''ded 

retarded 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

7 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

8 

1 

1 

2 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

9 

0 

2 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

2 

10 

13 

8 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

10 

11 

17 

6 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

8 

12 

30 

9 

10 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

41 

10 

13 

23 

10 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

27 

12 

14 

12 

23 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

19 

23 

15 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Total 

103 

59 

31 

8 

2 

3 

3 

5 

139 

75 

Sections  57  (3)  and  57  (5)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944 


TABLE  XII. — To  show  the  number  of  children  reported  by  the  Education  Committee  to  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Committee  under  Section  57  (3)  and  (5)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944. 


9 

Prin 

tary 

Secondary 

l 

To 

tal 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Reported  under  Section: 
57  (3)  

11 

5 

2 

4 

13 

9 

57  (5)  

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Total  

11 

5 

4 

5 

15 

10 

MALADJUSTED  PUPILS 

This  }/Tear  has  again  not  seen  the  formation  of  an  active  Child  ^Guidance  Centre.  Towards 
the  latter  end  of  the  year,  however,  some  progress  was  made. 

With  regard  to  the  post  of  Psychiatrist  it  had  been  originally  intended  that  an  appointment  should 
be  made  in  conjunction  with  the  Shropshire  Education  Committee,  but  it  was  finally  decided  to  approach 
the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  Report,  no  appointment  has  yet 
been  made. 
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With  regard  to  the  position  of  Educational  Psychologist,  Miss  M.  I.  Dunsdon  has  now  been  appointed. 

Preliminary  enquiries  are  now  in  hand  as  to  acquiring  suitable  premises  for  a Child  Guidance  Centre. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Birmingham  Society  for  the  Care  of  Invalid  and  Nervous  Children 
have  purchased  Bodenham  Manor,  a large  country  mansion  quite  near  Hereford,  which  is  to  be  adapted 
as  a Special  Residential  School  for  Maladjusted  Pupils.  The  School  will,  it  is  understood,  open  in  March, 
1950,  and  this  Authority  has  provisionally  been  promised  two  vacancies  at  the  time  of  opening. 


PUPILS  WITH  SPEECH  DEFECTS 

It  is  reported  with  regret  that  since  the  resignation  of  Miss  M.  E.  M.  Lowes,  L.C.S.T.,  on  the  31st 
July,  1949,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  appoint  a successor.  There  would  appear  to  be  a shortage  of  qualified 
Speech  Therapists,  particularly  in  view  of  the  number  of  posts  advertised  in  the  official  journals.  Out  of 
a number  of  occasions  when  the  post  has  been  advertised  by  this  Authority,  only  in  two  individual  instances 
have  any  enquiries  been  received. 

This  breakdown  in  the  service  will  unfortunately  result  in  the  good  work  carried  out  by  Miss  Lowes 
being  undone. 

TABLE  XIII.— SPEECH  THERAPY 

Cases  in  attendance  at  1st  January,  1949 
New  cases  admitted  between  this  date  and  30th  July,  1949 
Cases  showing  improvement,  but  not  discharged  as  cured 
Cases  temporarily  discharged  before  cure,  to  resume  treatment  later 

Cases  cured  

Cases  ceasing  attendance  before  cure  or  discharge  ... 

Cases  in  attendance  at  30th  July,  1949 
Total  number  of  attendances  ... 


29 

33 

24 

6 

6 

8 

42 

705 
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TABLE  XIV.— HANDICAPPED  PUPILS 


The  number  of  Pupils  ascertained  is  given  in  the  following  table  which  shows  the  position  on  the 
31st  December,  1949. 


C ategory 

In 

Special 

Schools 

In 

Maintained 

Schools 

In 

Independent 

Schools 

Not 

at 

School 

To 

tal 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

(a)  Blind — 

2-5  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

5-10  3^ears 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

11-15  years 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Over  15  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Partially  Sighted — 

2-5  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-10  5^ears 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

11-15  years  

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

Over  15 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(c)  Deaf — 

2-5  years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

5-10  years  

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

11-15  years  

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

Over  15 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(d)  Partially  Deaf — 

2-5  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

5- 1 0 years  ... 

— ®- 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

11-15  years... 

— 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Over  15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(e)  Delicate — 

2-5  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-10  years  ... 

— 

— 

5 

9 

1 

— 

1 

1 

7 

10 

11-15  years 

— 

— 

9 

7 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

8 

Over  15 

" 

' 

~~ 

■ 

— 

In 

In 

In 

Not 

Category 

Special 

Maintained 

Independent 

at 

Total 

Schools 

Schools 

Schools 

School 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

(/)  Diabetic — 

2-5  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-10  years  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

11-15  years  

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

Over  15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(g)  Educationally  Sub-Normal 

2-5  years  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5-10  years  

1 

— 

12 

12 

2 

— 

3 

1 

18 

13 

11-15  years 

4 

2 

67 

47 

1 

1 

— 

— 

72 

50 

Over  15 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

(h)  Epileptic — 

2-5  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-10  years  

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

11-15  years  

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Over  15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(i)  Maladjusted — 

2-5  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-10  years  

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

11-15  years 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Over  15  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(j)  Physically  Handicapped — 

2-5  years  

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

5-10  years  

— 

3 

7 

9 

— 

— 

3 

2 

10 

14 

11-15  years 

— 

1 

7 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

8 

5 

Over  15 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

(k)  Speech  Delect — 

2-5  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-10  years  

— 

— 

97 

48 

— 

— 

— 

— 

97 

48 

1 1-15  years  

Over  15  

1 

— 

31 

11 

1 

— 

— 

— 

33 

11 

(1)  Multiple  Detects — 

2-5  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-10  years  

— 

— 

6 

5 

— 

— 

2 

1 

8 

6 

11-15  years  

— 

— 

5 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

4 

Over  15  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 
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TABLE  XV.  The  Special  Schools  and  the  number  of  Boys  and  Girls  from  the  County  in  each,  are  shown 

hereunder. 


Jam 
Is/,  1 

cary 

949 

A dm 
during 

itted 
* year 

Disch 

during 

arged 
* year 

Decei 

31s/, 

fiber 

1949 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Pupils — 
Birmingham  Royal  Institute  for  the  Bhnd, 
Court  Oak  Rd.,  Harborne,  Birmingham, 

17 

jl  / •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

2 

1 

3 

Royal  Normal  College  for  the  Blind,  Rowton 
Castle,  near  Shrewsbury  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Deaf  and  Partially  Deaf  Pupils — 

Royal  School  for  Deaf,  Edgbaston,  Bir- 
mingham, 15 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Royal  Cambrian  Institute  for  the  Deaf, 
Newbridge-on-Wye,  Rads. 

1 

1 

Thomasson  Memorial  Special  School,  Devon- 
shire Rd.,  Bolton,  Lancs. 

1 

1 

2 

St.  John’s  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb,  Boston  Spa,  Yorks 

1 

1 

Royal  Residential  Schools  for  the  Deaf, 
Old  Trafford,  Manchester 

1 

1 

Liverpool  School  for  the  Partially  Deaf, 
Birkdale,  Southport,  Lancs. 

1 

4 

5 

Donnington  Lodge  Residential  Nursery 
School  for  Deaf,  near  Newbury,  Berks.... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Delicate  Pupils— 

Port  Regis  Residential  School,  Broadstairs, 
Kent 

1 

1 

St.  Catherine’s  Home,  Ventnor,  Isle  of  Wight 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Children’s  Convalescent  Home,  West  Kirby, 
Wirral,  Cheshire 

1 

1 

_ 

Holy  Cross  Open-Air  School,  Broadstairs, 
Kent 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetic  Pupils— 

St.  Monica’s  Hostel,  Kingsdown,  near  Deal, 
Kent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

1 

St.  George’s  Special  School,  8 Vine  Street, 
Kersal,  Salford,  Lancs. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Educationally  Sub-Normal  Pupils — 
Monyhull  Colony  School,  Kingsheath,  Bir- 
mingham 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

Nazareth  House  Home  for  R.C.  Boys,  Stoke 
Bishop,  Bristol  (Day  School) 

1 





- 

- 

_ 

1 



Beacon  Special  School,  Lichfield,  Staffs.  ... 

2 

2 
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J anuary 

Is/,  1949 

i 

Admitted 
during  year 

Disch 

during 

arged 
y year 

December 

31  st,  1949 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Epileptic  Pupils — 

Lingfield  Epileptic  Colony,  Lingfield,  Surrey 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Physically  Handicapped  Pupils — 

Halliwick  Cripples’  Home  for  Girls,  Winch- 
more  Hill,  London,  N.21 

1 

1 

St.  Margaret’s  Special  School  for  Spastics, 
Croydon,  Surrey 



1 





— 



— 

1 

Burton  Hill  House  School,  Malmesbury, 
Wilts 

1 

_ 

_ 



1 



_____ 

The  Victoria  Home,  Bournemouth 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Rob  Roy  Residential  School,  Etherington 
Hall,  Speldhurst,  Tunbridge  Wells, 
Kent 

1 

1 

St.  Joseph’s  Heart  Hospital  School,  Briars 
Hey,  Rainhill,  Liverpool 

_ 





1 







1 

St.  Catherine’s  Home,  Ventnor,  Isle  of 
Wight 





1 

. 

1 







Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  Oswestry 

2 

— 

11 

9 

8 

9 

5 

— 

Pupils  Suffering  from  Speech  Defect — 
Moor  House  School,  Hurst  Green,  Oxted, 
Surrey 



— 

1 







1 

— 

TREATMENT  OF  ORTHOPAEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS 

No.  of  Pupils  in  hospitals  or  hospital  schools  on  the  1st  January,  1949  ...  5 

No.  admitted  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Total  number  treated  as  In-patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

No.  discharged  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

No.  of  Pupils  in  hospitals  or  hospital  schools  on  the  31st  December,  1949  ...  9 

No.  of  Pupils  treated  otherwise,  e.g.,  in  clinics  or  out-patient  departments  ...  366 

NIEUPORT  SANATORIUM 


Particulars  are  given  in  Table  XVI  of  school  children  who  were  admitted  to,  and  discharged  from, 
Nieuport  Sanatorium,  as  early  tuberculosis,  tuberculosis  contacts  or  being  cases  of  sub-normal  general 
health. 

The  Children’s  Wing  is  completely  separated  from  the  adults  and  contains  29  beds.  The  average 
length  of  stay  for  all  children  throughout  the  year  was  193  days.  There  were  no  deaths. 


TABLE  XVI 


Jam 
1 st, 

A.ary 

1949 

A dm 
during 

itted 
y year 

Discharged 
during  year 

December 

31s/,  1949 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Observation 

12 

14 

18 

15 

24 

19 

6 

9* 

Early  Pulmonary  T.B.  ... 

— 

1 

1 

5 

— 

3 

1 

3 

Non-Pulmonary  T.B.  ... 

— 

1 

3 

3 

2 

4 

1 

1* 

Total  

12 

16 

22 

23 

26 

26 

8 

13 

* One  girl  admitted  for  observation  has  since  been  notified  as  Non-Pulmonary  T.B. 
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INDEPENDENT  SCHOOLS 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

Number  of  Pupils  examined — (a)  Routine  Primary  Entrants  ...  ...  40 

Secondary  Entrants  ...  ...  64 

Leavers  ...  ...  ...  63  127 


Total 

(b)  Specials 

(c)  Re-examinations  . . . 


Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  to  require  treatment  : 

For  defective  vision 

For  any  other  condition  (excluding  malnutrition,  dental  disease  and 
infestation  with  vermin)  ... 

Total  individual  pupils 

General  condition  of  the  Pupils  examined  : 

'A’  (Good)  ‘B’  (Fair) 

Number  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47  119 

Percentage  ...  ...  ...  ...  28. 1 71.3 


‘C’  (Poor) 

1 

0.6 


167 

40 

19 


16 

22 

35 


Defects  found  : TABLE  XVII 

The  following  table  shows  : 

(a)  Defects  found  to  require  treatment  ; 

(b)  Defects  requiring  to  be  kept  under  “ observation  ” but  not  requiring  specific  medical 
treatment. 


Routine  Examinations 

Special  Examinations 

Defect  or  Disease 

Number  of  Defects  requiring 

T reatment  Observation 

Number  of  Defects  requiring 
Treatment  Observation 

Skin  ... 

1 

3 

— 

— 

Eyes  (a)  Vision 

16 

15 

3 

16 

(b)  Squint 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Other 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ears  (a)  Hearing  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(c)  Other 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nose  or  Throat 

9 

13 

— 

2 

Speech 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cervical  Glands 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Heart  and  Circulation 

1 

6 

— 

— 

Lungs 

1 

4 

— 

— 

Developmental  : 

(a)  Hernia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Other 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Orthopaedic  : 

(a)  Posture 

— 

1 

— 

— 

(6)  Flat  Foot 

5 

6 

— 

— 

(c)  Other 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Nervous  System  : 

(a)  Epilepsy  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Other 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Psychological  : 

(a)  Development 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

(b)  Stability  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Other 

1 

— 

— 

1 

19 


MEDICAL  TREATMENT  OF  DAY  PUPILS 


Defective  Vision  and  Squint — 

Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  : 

Number  of  Pupils  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  obtained  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  attendances  for  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

By  other  arrangements  : 

Number  of  Pupils  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Number  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  ...  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  obtained  ...  ...  ...  9 


Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat — 

Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  : 

Number  of  Pupils  treated — 

Tonsillectomy  and  Exploration  of  Antra  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

By  other  arrangements  : 

Received  operative  treatment  for  adenoids  and  tonsils  ...  ...  ...  1 

Orthopcedic  and  Postural  Defects — 

Number  treated  as  In-patients  in  Hospitals  or  Hospital  Schools  ...  ...  1 

Number  treated  otherwise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Minor  Ailments — 

Skin 

Eye  Disease 
Ear  Defects 
Miscellaneous 


Number  of 
Pupils  treated 

2 

1 

1 
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DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 

Number  of  Pupils  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  251 

Number  found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Number  actually  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Half  days  devoted  to  (a)  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(■ b ) Treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Fillings  (a)  Permanent  teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Extractions  (a)  Permanent  teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Administration  of  General  Anaesthetic  for  extractions  ...  ...  ...  ...  — • 

Other  operations  (a)  Permanent  teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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NURSERY  SCHOOLS 

The  White  Cross  Nursery  School  is  visited  once  monthly  by  an  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer 
who  examines  all  children.  In  addition,  a School  Nurse  visits  the  school  every  morning. 


FIRST  EXAMINATIONS 

Number  of  children  examined 
Number  of  children  referred  for  treatment 
General  condition  of  the  children  examined  : 

‘A’  (Good)  

‘B’  (Fair) 

‘ C’  (Poor) 

RE-EXAMINATIONS 

Number  of  children  examined  ...  ...  422 

Number  of  children  referred  for  treatment  ...  ...  30 


95 

14 

17 

77 

1 


DEFECTS  FOUND 

The  following  table  shows  : 


TABLE  XVIII 


(a)  Defects  found  to  require  treatment. 

(b)  Defects  requiring  to  be  kept  under  “ observation  ” but  not  requiring  specific 

medical  treatment. 


First  Examinations 

Re-Examinations 

Defect  or  Disease 

Number  of  Defects 
requiring 

Treatment  Observation 

Number  of  Defects 
requiring 

Treatment  Observation 

Skin 

2 

— 

3 

— 

Eyes  (a)  Vision  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

(b)  Squint  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Ears  (a)  Otitis  Media 

— 

1 

1 

3 

( b ) Other 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Nose  or  Throat 

4 

12 

8 

20 

Speech 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Heart  and  Circulation 

3 

2 

8 

3 

Lungs 

— 

10 

3 

13 

Developmental — Hernia ... 
Orthopaedic — 

' 

1 

' 

— 

(a)  Posture  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(&)  Flat  Foot 

1 

1 

1 

2 

(c)  Other 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Other 

4 

1 

4 

1 
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PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 


The  Authority’s  Scheme  of  Swimming  Instruction,  which  covers  all  schools  in  the  City  of  Hereford 
and  several  of  the  nearby  rural  schools,  has  proved  successful. 

All  children  of  the  age  9-10  years  and  10-11  years,  unless  medically  exempt,  attend  the  Baths  during 
the  period  April  to  July,  and  as  many  children  of  11  plus  as  the  Baths  will  accommodate,  attend  during 
the  period  September  to  March.  This  scheme  ensures  that  every  child  has  the  opportunity  of  learning  to 
swim  during  at  least  two  years  of  its  school  life,  and  a large  number  of  becoming  really  efficient  swimmers. 

The  award  of  badges  for  swimming  achievements  has  proved  a great  incentive,  and  there  has  been 
a marked  improvement  in  the  last  two  years  in  the  standard  of  swimming. 

The  School  Sports  Association  has  been  successfully  established  and  the  first  County  Athletic  Sports 
Meeting  was  well  supported  and  very  efficiently  organised. 

The  standard  of  achievement  left  much  to  be  desired,  and  it  was  noticed  that  the  best  entrants  were 
invariably  from  schools  possessing  playing  field  facilities.  However,  the  results  were  sufficiently  good 
to  encourage  the  Association  to  consider  competing  in  the  Schools  Amateur  Athletic  Association’s  Annual 
Sports  in  1950  or  1951. 

Another  successful  activity  of  the  Association  has  been  the  promotion  of  inter-district  competitions 
in  Soccer,  Netball,  Hockey  and  Cricket. 

The  Authority  has  given  earnest  consideration  to  the  provision  of  additional  playing  fields  which 
are  so  badly  needed,  but  little  has  been  achieved  and  the  immediate  future  holds  little  hope. 

Now  that  the  provision  of  equipment  is  easier,  steps  are  being  taken  to  provide  schools  with  more 
advanced  apparatus  where  suitable  facilities  exist,  and  experiments  are  being  made  with  fixed  playground 
apparatus  for  gymnastics. 

Three  Refresher  Courses  for  Teachers  were  held  during  the  year  and  taken  by  the  Authority’s  Organisers. 
In  co-operation  with  the  Amateur  Athletic  Association  a Half-day  Course  in  Athletics,  taken  by  the 
Association’s  West  Midlands  Coach,  was  held  and  well  attended. 


HOUSECRAFT  INSTRUCTION 

In  September,  1949,  the  second  Housecraft  Room  at  Ross  Walter  Scott  C.D.S.  Centre  was  brought 
into  use  as  part  of  Ross  County  Secondary  School,  the  new  Teacher  being  attached  to  the  School  Staff. 
The  original  room  is  being  used  full-time  by  classes  from  rural  schools.  Housecraft  Instruction  can  now 
be  provided  for  the  senior  girls  from  all  schools  in  the  Urban  and  Rural  Areas  of  Ross. 

The  appointment  of  a full-time  Domestic  Subjects  Teacher  to  the  Staff  of  Tupsley  C.  of  E.  School, 
and  of  a part-time  Teacher  at  Broxwood  Court  R.C.  Secondary  School  enabled  these  two  Housecraft  Rooms 
to  be  opened  during  the  year. 

Work  has  begun  on  new  Housecraft  “ Huts  ” at  Holmer  and  Fairfield  (Peterchurch)  Schools. 

Redecoration  of  premises  has  been  carried  out  at  Kington,  Ledbury  and  Ross  Centres,  and  at  Leo- 
minster Secondary  Modern  School  Housecraft  Room.  Alterations  at  various  Centres  have  included  the 
modernisation  of  Pump  Street  C.D.S.  Centre,  Bromyard,  and  the  provision  of  a Needlecraft  Room  at 
Kington. 

The  new  Housecraft  Room  at  Weobley  C.P.  School  was  almost  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year, 
but  it  was  not  possible  to  appoint  a Domestic  Subjects  Teacher  to  the  Staff  of  the  School. 

Staffing  difficulties  have  prevented  the  full  implementation  of  the  Authority’s  Scheme  of  Housecraft 
Instruction. 
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SCHOOL  BUILDINGS 


(1)  Playgrounds 

Repairs  have  been  effected  to  9 County  School  Playgrounds  and  1 Voluntar}/  Controlled  School.  The 
Authority  have  agreed  to  make  grants  towards  the  cost  of  repairs  to  playgrounds  in  Voluntary  Schools  in  4 
cases. 

(2)  Heating 

New  stoves  and  grates  have  been  provided  and  repairs  carried  out  to  existing  stoves  and  grates  in 
41  schools. 

(3)  Equipment 

New  desks  (replacements)  have  been  supplied  to  26  schools. 

(4)  General  Sanitary  Arrangements 

The  new  cloak-room  and  rest-room  at  the  Hereford  High  School  for  Girls  has  been  completed. 

The  earth  closets  at  two  schools  have  been  converted  into  water  closets.  Additional  lavatory  accom- 
modation has  been  provided  at  another  school.  Drains  have  been  overhauled  and  repaired  in  7 schools. 

(5)  General 

The  work  of  the  erection  of  the  First  Department  of  the  new  Primary  School  at  Hunderton  is  pro- 
ceeding, and  it  is  hoped  that  the  first  phase  of  the  building  will  be  read}/  for  occupation  after  Easter  1950. 

Work  has  commenced  on  the  following  projects  namely  : 

Hunderton  Second  Department  (Juniors) 

Kingstone  and  Madle}/  Secondary  School 
Leominster  Secondary  School  (Green  Lane) 

Pudleston  Court  Special  School 
Peterchurch,  Fairfield  Secondary  School 

An  additional  class-room  in  aluminium  construction,  including  the  provision  of  a sanitary  unit,  has 
been  erected  at  Peterchurch  County  Primary  School. 

One  of  the  huts  at  Madley  Camp  has  been  adapted  for  use  as  a class-room  to  relieve  the  overcrowding 
at  the  Kingstone  and  Thruxton  Prima^/  School. 

Repairs  have  been  effected  to  school  floors  in  17  cases,  and  general  repairs  and  renovations  carried 
out  at  60  schools. 

Electric  light  has  been  installed  in  6 schools. 


PROVISION  OF  SCHOOL  MEALS  AND  MILK 

School  meals  are  now  being  served  to  children  in  attendance  at  all  the  Authority’s  schools  ; 74.05% 
of  the  children  attending  are  taking  meals,  27.16%  having  them  free  of  charge. 

During  the  past  year  facilities  have  been  improved  at  a number  of  schools  and  it  is  a matter  of  great 
regret  that  the  recent  ban  on  further  buildings  has  resulted  in  the  postponement  of  several  plans  for  new 
kitchens  and  dining  rooms  at  schools  where  the  present  facilities  are  far  from  adequate. 

Short  training  courses  for  school  meals  staff  in  the  County  have  been  held  at  a number  of  Centres,  and 
it  is  hoped  to  arrange  further  courses  and  eventually  to  provide  a recognised  full-time  scheme  in  co-operation 
with  the  Further  Education  Department. 

A number  of  film  shows  on  “ School  Meals  ” and  “ Nutrition  of  Children  ” have  been  arranged  by 
the  Organiser  of  School  Meals  for  Parent-Teacher  Associations  during  the  year. 

The  percentage  of  children  taking  milk  is  82.68.  Difficulties  are  still  being  experienced  m obtaining 
supplies  of  graded  milk  in  one-third  pint  bottles,  with  straws. 
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Defects,  Defective  Vision  and  Squint 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Incidence  Observations 
Minor  Ailments 
Orthopaedic 
Orthoptic 

Periodic  Medical  Inspections 
Special  Examinations 
Dental  Inspection — Maintained  Schools 

Independent  Schools 
Diphtheria  Immunisation 
Handicapped  Pupils 
Housecraft 
Infectious  Diseases 

Medical  Inspection — Maintained  Schools 

Independent  Schools 
Nursery  Schools 
Nieuport  Sanatorium  ... 

Physical  Condition  of  Pupils  ... 

Physical  Education 
School  Buildings 
School  Meals 
School  Milk 

Senior  Dental  Officer’s  Report... 

Speech  Therapy  

Staff  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Verminous 


